
Special Forces: Day Thirty-eight 
Intermediate Training: Unit Three 
Mission Survival  
Rally Points 
A Special Operations team has been inserted into enemy territory to locate and provide 
surveillance on suspected enemy missile sites and to assist in bringing in friendly fighter aircraft 
to destroy those targets. This team could be U.S. Army Special Forces, U.S. Marine Force 
Recon, British SAS, or men from any another country that is part of a Joint Forces operation to 
defeat the enemy. Once on the ground, this team must travel anywhere from 10 to 20 kilometers 
to the surveillance location. At strategic points along the carefully planned route there are rally 
points to be used in the event the team is split up or compromised and must regroup to decide 
whether to continue the mission or request extraction. Multiple rally points are selected during 
mission planning and each team member commits their locations to memory! 
As Christians we already living in enemy territory, surrounded and pressured by an enemy most 
appropriately described as sin - an enemy that has many faces and is a master of deception. 
Along our patrol route through this life, we also need rally points where we can 'regroup' and 
continue the mission. Please note that I did not mention requesting extraction. Fellow warriors, 
our is to continue the mission until our Commander in Chief decides it is time to leave our 
assigned AO (Area of Operation). 
Our rally points along the way can be attending a church service, being involved in a Bible study 
with our comrades, or maybe listening to Christian music that glorifies God. I am sure you could 
name other types of 'rally points'. Each of us engaged in the 'good fight' might even have our 
personal favorite 'rally points'. With all the possibilities available as effective rally points, one is 
especially unique in that it can be available at any time, doesn't require transportation, and 
doesn't need to be switched on is the Bible; specifically, memorized scripture verses or groups of 
scripture that have a theme.  
Consider for a moment an 'enemy ambush' that might have me doubting my very salvation! It 
happens. When the attack comes, if I have committed the following scripture to memory, I can 
use them as a rallying point to prevent injury to my faith and drive away the enemy. 

Key Verse: 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. John 10:27-29 (NIV) 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom 8:38-39 
(NIV) 
We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, 
which he has given about his Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony 
in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has 



not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. And this is the testimony: God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 1 John 5:9-12 (NIV) 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 
that you have eternal life.1 John 5:13 (NIV) 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith 
are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 1 Pet 1:3-5 (NIV) 
The above verses are actually the assurance of salvation verses from a Christian Military 
Fellowship DTO (Discipleship Training Objective). CMF DTO's are excellent lessons for 
Christian growth and can be found at the CMF Web site (www.cmf.com). The first time I 
memorized them I actually typed them on paper using small enough typeface to be able to cut the 
verses into strips and tape them to 3x5 cards. I was technologically deprived at the time but it 
was well worth the labor! 
Just committing scripture verses and groups of scripture with a central theme is powerful enough 
in itself, but we have a significant bonus here. That bonus is the indwelling Holy Spirit that lives 
inside of each and every Christian. God wrote the book! His Holy Spirit inspired the authors long 
ago and at the same time that self-same Holy Spirit works inside us today to lock the truth in our 
hearts! When the truth of God's word is locked in our hearts, the enemy can be driven away! 

So What? 
If this sounds like a simple principle, it just might be. What is not so simple is the scripture 
memorization part. It's easier to head to some 'rally point' to hear someone else preach an 
uplifting sermon, participate in a small group bible study or turn on a radio or CD player and 
listen to Christian music. So let me ask a couple of questions. How often is it possible to attend a 
church service? When and where are the Bible studies you can plug into? Do you always have 
access to radio, tape or CD player? Is there a Christian radio station where you are right now 
living? Consider the answers to these questions then consider this fact:  

"No matter where you go, there you are!" 
I heard that one the first time over thirty years ago. It was a favorite expression of an SF team 
sergeant from my past. I have heard it many times through the years from several sources. If you 
think about it, it's true! You will always be right where you are! If you have God's precious 
word locked in your mind in your and heart, you will always have a 'rally point' when the 
enemy attacks and a weapon to defeat the enemy!  
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 
Ephesians 6:17 (NKJV) 
Scripture memorization is invaluable as a tool for personal growth as well as a vital ingredient 
for effectively sharing the Gospel with our friends and colleagues. My challenge to you, the 



reader, is to undertake a systematic scripture memory program, if scripture memorization is not 
already part of your Christian growth. Whether you learn single verses to apply in certain 
circumstances or groups of verses around a central theme, the results will be awesome! 


